
PSSA Math Vocabulary Grades 3 and 4 
 

● Grade 3 students are responsible for only vocabulary terms listed as grade 3. 
● Grade 4 students are responsible for both grade 3 and 4 terms. 
● *Terms with an asterisk are not specifically found within that grade level. 
● Additional games, flashcards, matching quizzes, and even BINGO can be found at 

https://www.studystack.com/flashcard-170143   just copy and paste the link into your browser! 

Acute 
Angle 

An angle with a measure greater than 0° and less than 
90°.      (4) 
 
 
 

Acute 

Triangle 

A triangle in which all interior angles are acute angles. 
Acute Triangle See also Obtuse Triangle and Right 
Triangle.    (4*)  
 
 

https://www.studystack.com/flashcard-170143


Adjacent 
Angles 

 

Two angles with a common side and a common vertex but 
no overlap. In the picture, angle A and angle B are 
adjacent angles.    (4) 
 

Angle

 

The inclination between intersecting lines, line segments, 
and/or rays often measured in degrees (e.g., a 90° 
inclination is a right angle). Often represented by two rays 
that have a common endpoint. 
Named using three points: one point from each ray, with 
the common endpoint in between (e.g., angle ABC 
consists of ray BA and 
ray BC).  (4) 

 
 
 

 
 



Composite 
Number 

A whole number greater than 1 that is not a prime number. 
(More factors than the number one and itself can be 
multiplied together to make the number.  
 
E.g. 9 can be the product of 9 x 1 as well as 3 x 3.  9 is a 
composite number.    (4) 

Decagon 
 

 
 

A polygon with exactly 10 sides.        (4*) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Decimal 
Notation 
 
0.25  

A number written with base 10 place values that are 
smaller than one (e.g., tenths, hundredths).  
These place values are written to the right of a 
decimal point (e.g., 0.91, 25.624). 
Decimal notation is different from fraction notation.  
For example:  
• decimal notation : 0.25  
• fraction notation: 1/4 
 
(4) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Degree 
(angle) 

A unit of measure for the inclination of an angle. It is 
represented by the symbol ° and is used in conjunction 
with the number (e.g., 30° is read as “thirty degrees”). 
Each degree represents 1/360 of the angle inclination 
change from two rays being on top of one another (0°) to a 
complete revolution (360°) about the shared endpoint of 
the two rays.     (4) 

Divisor 
 
 
 
 

When dividing one number by another number, the 
number by which another number is divided is the 
DIVISOR. 
 
For example, in the expression 24 6 , the number 6 is 
the divisor.     (4) 
 

  



Equilateral 
Triangle 

 

A triangle where all sides are the same length (i.e., the 
sides are congruent).  Each of the angles in an equilateral 
triangle is 60 degrees.  (4*)    

Expanded 
Form 
(Expanded 
Notation) 

A whole or decimal number written as the sum of 
single-digit multiples of powers of 10.   (4) 
 
For example: 

● 735.2 = 700 +30 + 5 + 0.2 
 

● 735 = (7 x 100) + (3 x 10) + (5 x 1) + (2 x 0.1) 
 

● OR 735.2 = (7 x 100) + 3 x 10 ) + (5 x 1 ) + (2 x 1/10) 
                                   2                1                0                                            -1 

● OR 735.2 = (7 x 10) + (3 x 10) + (5 x 10) + (2 x 10) 



  
Factor 
Pair 

A pair of whole numbers with a product equal to the 
number under consideration.   (4) 
 
For example, the numbers 2 and 7 are a factor pair of 14 
since 2 x 7 = 14.  

  
Function A relation in which each input value (independent variable) 

is associated with exactly one output value (dependent 
variable).   (4) 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 



Heptagon 

 

A polygon with 7 sides.  (4*) 

Hexagon 

 

A polygon with 6 sides.  (4*) 

Integer A counting number, the additive inverse of a counting 
number, or zero. Any number from the set of numbers 
represented by {..., -3, -2, -1, 0, 1, 2, 3, ...}.  (4*) 

 
 

 
 



  
Isoceles 
Triangle 

 

A triangle with two congruent sides, which are called the 
legs of the isosceles triangle. The angles opposite the two 
legs (called base angles) are also congruent.   (4*) 

 
 
 
 
An equilateral triangle is a special type of isosceles 
triangle. 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 



Least 
Common 
Denominator 
(LCD) 

 
  

 

 

 
 

  

The least common multiple of the denominators of two or 
more fractions. For example: 

 
• The least common denominator of ¼ and 3/10 is 20. 

 
 
• The least common denominator of 3/10, 5/12,  and 19/30 
is 60. 

 
• The least common denominator of 3/4 and 3/21 is 84. 

 
 

(4*) 
 

  

  



  
Leg of an 
Isoceles 
Triangle 

 

Each of the two congruent sides of an isosceles triangle. 
In an equilateral triangle, any pair of sides may be 
considered the legs of the triangle.   (4*) 

 
 
    

  
 

  

Leg of a 
Right 
Triangle 

 

Each of the two sides that form the right angle in a right 
triangle.  (4*) 

  



Line of 
Symmetry 

 
 

A line that divides a figure into two parts that are 
congruent mirror images of each other.  (4) 

Line 
Segment 

A portion of a line bounded by two endpoints.  Two points 
on a line and all the points between them.  A line segment 
is identified by its endpoints.   (4) 
 
 

Multiple A number that is divisible by another number with no 
remainder.   (4) 
 
For example: 

● 3,6,9,12,and 15 are all multiples of 3 



 
Nonagon 

 

A polygon with exactly 9 sides.  (4) 

Obtuse 
Angle 

 

An angle with a measure greater than 90 degrees and less 
than 180 degrees.   (4) 

Octagon 

 

A polygon with exactly 8 sides.   (4) 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Parallel 
Lines 

 

Two or more lines that lie in the same plane and do not 
intersect.   (4) 

Perpendicular 

 

Two geometric figures (e.g., line segments, rays) that 
intersect to form at least one right angle.   (4) 

Point 
 
A figure with no dimensions - no length, width, or height. 
A point is indicated with a dot and is labeled with a capital 
letter (e.g., point P.)  (4) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Prime 
Number 

A whole number greater than 1 with exactly two factors, 1 
and the number itself.   (4) 
 
For example:  you can only reach 7 by multiplying 7 x 1.  
7 is prime. 

Ray 
 
A part of a line that has one endpoint and continues 
infinitely in one direction or on one side of that point.  A ray 
has an endpoint and an arrow signifying that it goes on. 
(4) 

  
Regular 
Polygon 

 

A polygon in which all sides are congruent and all angles 
are congruent.   (4*)  
 

  



Right 
Angle 

 

An angle that measures exactly 90 degrees.  It may be 
marked with a small square.   (4) 

Right 
Triangle 

 

A triangle in which an interior angle is a right angle.   (4) 

Scalene 
Triangle 

 

A triangle in which no two sides are congruent (i.e., all 
sides have different lengths).   (4*) 



  
Subtrahend An expression that is subtracted from another expression. 

(4) 
 
For example: 

● In 29 - 11 = 18, 11 is the subtrahend. 
Unit 
Price 

The price of a single item or unit (e.g., $3.50 per pound). 
(4*) 

Venn 
Diagram 

 

A diagram that represents the relationship between set of 
data.  It consists of data entered into two or more circles - 
separate and intersecting - inside a rectangle.  Data that 
appear in more than one set occur in the intersection of 
the circles.     (4*) 
 



 
Vertex 

 

A point where lines, rays, line segments, two sides of a 
two-dimensional figure, or three edges of a 
three-dimensional figure meet.   (4) 
 
 

Addend A number or expression that is added to another number 
or expression.   (3) 
 
For example: 

● In the equation 2 + 7 = 9, the 2 and 7 are addends. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Area The measure, in square units, of the interior of a plane 
figure.  Units such as square feet (sq ft) and square  
                         2 

centimeters (cm) are used to measure area. 
  

    
    
    

               Area of a rectangle 
 
In the picture, each small square represents 1 square unit 
and the area of the rectangle is 12 square units. 
 

  



Array A rectangular arrangement of objects, symbols, or 
numbers.  All rows are the same length and all columns 
are the same length.   (3) 
 

                      
                        Array 

Associative 
Property 
(Addition 
or 
Multiplication) 

The property that states the grouping of addends or 
factors that are side by side does not matter.   (3) 
 
For example: 

● (addition) (3 + 9) + 2 = 3 + (9 + 2) 
● (multiplication) (3 x 9) x 2 = 3 x (9 x 2) 



Bar 
Graph 

A data display that represents a frequency distribution. 
The class intervals (or buckets) represent categories. 
They may be either horizontal or vertical.   (3) 
 

● Class intervals on a vertical bar graph are on the 
x-axis.  Frequencies are on the y-axis. 

● Class intervals on a horizontal bar graph are located 
on the y-axis.  Frequencies are listed on the x-axis. 

    Sample Bar Graph 

 



 
 
  

Commutative 
Property 
(Addition 
or 
Multiplication) 

The property that states the order of adding the adjacent 
addends or multiplying the adjacent factors is irrelevant. 
(3) 
 
For example: 

● (addition)  7 + 4 = 4 + 7 
● (multiplication)  7 x 4 = 4 x 7 

Denominator The divisor in a ratio or fraction.   (3) 
 
For example:  in ½, 2 is the denominator. 

 
 

 



Dividend When dividing one number by another number, the 
number being divided.   (3) 
 
For example, in the expression 24 

6, the number 24 is the dividend.õ    
Equation A math sentence relating two equal expressions.  It 

contains an equal (=) sign.   (3) 
 
For example:  

● 4 + 5 = 9 
● 1 + 4 = 4 + 1 
● 27 
- 14 

     13 
  




